
! Citizens and rate-payers have 
responded favorably to LCDBÕs 
Plan B, a responsible alternative to 
the BWLÕs proposed $1 billion coal-
fired power plant.

! Plan BÕs approach includes:

¥ Waiting 24 months before 
making a decision on new 
base-load generation

¥ Pursuing aggressive 
weatherization and energy 
efficiency programs

¥ Deploying renewable and 
distributed energy resources

! With the uncertainty in the 
financial markets, with General 
Motors struggling, and with new 
state and federal regulatory changes, 
LCDB feels it is unwise to move 
forward with this decision. As one of 
the members of  the Citizens 
Advisory Panel suggested, we may 
be creating a Òwhite elephant.Ó !

This ÒupdateÓ is produced to 
bring interested citizens and BWL 
rate payers up to speed on what is 
happening with the Lansing Board of 
Water and LightÕs prop

BWLÕs Plan Falls Short 
Of Energy Legislation

 ! The Board of  Water and 
LightÕs plan to build a new $1 
billion coal-fired generating plant 
does not meet the standards of  the 
new energy legislation that was 
passed last October.  With those 
standards and Governor Jennifer 
GranholmÕs Executive Directive 
No. 2000 - 2, the BWL needs to 
return to the Òdrawing board.Ó

! George Stojic, BWLÕs Director 
of  Strategic Planning and and 
Development, admitted as much to 
the Citizens Advisory Panel (see p. 
3) at their February hearing. He 
reported that the BWL staff  will 
have to go back and look at the 
original integrated resource plan 
and figure out if  it can be tweaked, 
changed or if  they need to start 
from scratch. 

ÒWe spend enormous amounts of 
money to dig holes to get carbon out 

of the ground, and the best fix we 
can come up with is to dig more 
holes and put it back in?  ThatÕs 

something your dog might think to 
do.Ó (Krupp and Horn, Earth, the 

Sequel, p. 112-13)
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A white elephant  is a valuable 
possession which its owner cannot 

dispose of and whose cost 
(particularly cost of upkeep) exceeds 

its usefulness. (Wikipedia)

 

WHATÕS BEEN   
HAPPENING?

January 12:! !               
Plan B presented to Mid-
Michigan Chapter of Sierra Club.

January 13: ! !          
Plan B presented to Fourth 
Ward Progressives.

January 27:! !        
BWL Commissioners Meet and 
hear concerns from citizens.

January 31:! !   
LCDB presents Plan B to the 
West Side Neighborhood 
Association.  Some members of 
the BWL Board of 
Commissioners and the Citizen 
Advisory Panel attend.

February 3:                     
Governor Jennifer Granholm 
presents State of the State.

February 12:                   
Citizens Advisory Panel meets 
and hears new Energy Efficiency 
Plan of the BWL.  Large citizen 
turnout.  

February 24:                         
Attorney General Mike Cox 
rules that the Governor does 
not have the legal authority to 
force DEQ to regulate proposed 
coal plants for carbon dioxide 
emissions nor regulate based on 
need. 

Groups hear detail

Plan B Gains Momentum

Next LCDB Meeting:
March 11, 2009, 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Foster Comunity Center

http://www.lansingcando
http://www.lansingcando


State of the State Message
In the State of  the State message, Governor Jennifer Granholm 
spoke clearly of  the new energy economy that is coming to 
Michigan.  Her goals are bold and certainly support what we are 
trying to do in Lansing when it comes to our future energy needs.  
Here are some highlights:

Jobs:
Ò...the great thing about this new energy industry is 
that, just like our auto industry, it creates all 
kinds of  jobs for all kinds of  people-- the job your 
neighbor is looking for today and the job your 
child will go to college for tomorrow. 

45 by 2020
ÒSo hereÕs our next aggressive goal:  By the year 2020, 
Michigan will reduce our reliance on fossil fuels for 
generating electricity by 45 percent.  We will do it 
through increased renewable energy, gains in energy 
efficiency and other new technologies.  You heard me 
right:  a 45 percent reduction by 2020. 

Energy Entrepreneurs
ÒFirst, I will ask the Legislature to make Michigan the 
first state in the nation to let every homeowner, every 
business, become a renewable energy entrepreneur 
who can make money by installing solar panels or 
wind systems on their home or business and selling 
that renewable energy back to the power company.  
Through this legislation, we will create a powerful new 
market for large and small turbines and solar panels 
made by Michigan workers. 

Energy Sellers to Energy Service 
Providers
ÒSecond, I am asking our Public Service Commission 
to put our utility companies in the energy 
efficiency business by changing how rates are set.  
Today, these companies make money selling 
us electricity and natural gas.  The more you use, the 
more money they make.  Tomorrow, theyÕll 
make money by helping us use less of  both.   

Instead of  investing in new power plants, they will 
invest in the products and technologies that 
allow us to use far less energy in our homes.  
Everything from fuel efficient furnaces to LED light 
bulbs will produce lower bills for Michigan consumers 
and more jobs for Michigan workers.  

From Gov. GranholmÕs

Executive Directive # 2009-2
(excerpt) A."Before issuing a permit to install under 
Part 55 of  the National Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.5501 to 
324.5542, for the construction of  a new coal-fired 
electricity generating plant, the Department of  
Environmental Quality shall determine whether there 
is a feasible and prudent alternative consistent with the 
reasonable requirements of  the public health, safety, 
and welfare that would better protect the air, water, 
and other natural resources of  this state from pollution 
than the proposed coal-fired electricity generating 
plant.

Others have said:
ÒA federal cap (on carbon emissions) will increase the 
price of  base load power coal to about 8 cents per 
kilowatt-hour.Ó At that point, he says, Òsolar kills coal.Ó  
Perhaps a better way to think about the eventual mix 
of  power sources is that solar energy is getting cheaper, 
while the price of  using fossil fuels will inevitably rise 
as its true cost are built into the system through a 
carbon cap.  (Krupp and Horn, Earth, the Sequel, p. 
59É the quote is from Vinod Khosla, a venture 
capitalist.)

What the Governor said:
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Governor Granholm in her State of the State and in 
Executive Directive No. 2009-2 has given us hope 
that the proposed coal-fired plant in Lansing has 
some big hurdles ahead of it.  The coal industry 
and the utilities have already begun to challenge 

the Executive Directive but the GovernorÕs courage 
to be out in front on these issues helps us to move 

forward with our Plan B.



The Citizens Advisory Panel 
held their February 12th meeting 
at Foster Center.  Some key 
highlights:

George Stojic, BWLÕs Director 
of  Stategic Planning and 
Development,  reported that the 
BWL will have to mull over the 
IRP (integrated resource plan) 
again and re-forecast many of  
their measurements. This will 
take at least 3 months, he said.  
He suggested that the BWL 
suspend the Advisory PanelÕs 
meetings for at least three months.

David O’Leary,  Advisory 
Panel Member, questioned the 
feasibility of  building a new coal 
plant, stating the fact that many 
coal plant proposals across the 
country have been rejected or 
postponed because of  cost and 
environmental concerns.  He 
suggested that the Advisory Panel 
should not postpone meetings but 
should be involved in the revising 

or the development 
of  a new IRP.     He suggested 
that the BWL staff  should 
develop a contingency proposal to 
provide basic electrical generation 
without a coal plant.  

The panel was more active and 
involved than previous meetings 
and it was pointed out that this 
meeting had the largest turnout of 
citizens.  

Energy Efficiency 
Presentation

Janet Brandt, of  the Wisconsin 
Energy Conservation 
Corporation and consultant to 
the BWL, was introduced and 
outlined the energy efficiency 
program that the BWL is 
adopting.  Highlights:

¥ Energy efficiency will create 
three times as many jobs as base 
load generation.  

¥ 1-2% annual savings 
indefinitely.  A more aggressive 
EE program as suggested in 

!       
LCDBÕs Plan B could achieve 
3-4% savings annually.

¥ The BWL is working closely 
with DTE and CMS to make 
their EE programs consistent.

¥ For every $1 invested in energy 
efficiency, there will be a $3 
savings.

¥ The BWLÕs energy efficiency 
program is slated to begin in 
mid-April.
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Citizens Advisory Panel

The Citizens Advisory Panel 
was formed to hear input from 

citizens about the proposed coal 
plant and to make 

recommendations to the BWL.  The 
citizens panel is co-chaired by 

former Michigan Attorney General 
Frank J. Kelley and Paul Hufnagel, 
President of the Greater Lansing 

Labor Council.



Future Events
 Burning the Future: Coal in 

America  
A documentary about the explosive 
conflict between the coal industry and 
the residents of West Virginia.   
Confronted by emerging Òclean coalÓ 
energy policies, local activists in West 
Virginia face an improbable fight to 
arouse the nationÕs help in stopping the 
devastation caused by coalÕs extraction. 

Coming in April!
Time & Location to be determined

Watch for email announcement.

Lansing Can Do Better
! Progress Michigan 
831 N. Washington
Lansing, MI 48906
Ph: 517.999.3646

Your BWL Commissioners
Semone James# 1st Ward# 517-702-6000# Semone.James@yahoo.com
   (vacant)## 2nd Ward# 
Frank Lain, chair# 3rd Ward# 517-346-9932# Frank.Lain@comcast.net
Sandra Zerkle# 4th Ward# 517-374-6393# Szerkle@voyager.net
Tony Deluca# At large# 517-372-6020#Tdeluca@tds.net
Robt. Cochran# At large # 517-485-5323#Broadwaybob@acd.net
Peter Kramer# At large# 517-485-9870#Pete.Kramer@christmanco.com

BWL Citizen Advisory Panel Members:
Frank Kelley, co-chair ! 371-1400!! David OÕLeary! 487-2066!
Paul Hufnagel, co-chair# 485-5169## Pat Gillespie# 333-4123
Dean Sienko# #  887-4311# Joan Nelson# 999-3912
James Butler# # 373-3499 # Randy Thayer# 721-3001
Paula Cunningham# # 484-5080## Tim Haggart# 393-5480
Dennis Muchmore#  # 371-1041 

Peter Lark CEO/General Manager       517-349-6648
 ℅ BWL, 1232 Haco Dr., P.O. Box 13007, Lansing, MI 48901
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To those concerned about 

BWLÕs proposed $1 billion coal-

fired power plant.


